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^ wm r A nn « t nvr 

nci^ujiiSi r un iwruKMAiiujN ux 
WORLDWIDE FEATURES, INC. 



Reference is made to my memorandum of 11-27-68 in 
which it was noted that one Joe Trento, who said he was with Worldwide 
Features, called my office making inquiry regarding a letter that 
Mr. Hoover had written to Admiral Land of the War Shipping Administra- 
tion regarding Aristotle Onassis. It was noted that Trento was particularly 

I 1 obnoxious <uiu demanded verification as to whether or not Mr* Hoover had 
prepared such a letter. He was very firmly advised that FBI files were 
confidential and that -could be of no help whatsoever to him. 



National Enquirer, a low -order scandal sheet dated 
12-29-68 carries li photostat of the letter from Mr. Hoover to 
[Admiral Land. The article in the Enquirer claims that an FBI spokes- 
man confirmed that such a letter existed and confirmed that it had a' 
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told absolutely nothing. 
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The letter in the Enquirer is an exact copy of the Director's 
letter to Admiral Land. It is to be noted that the Enquirer article claims 
that the original copy of the letter disappeared from the files of the U. S. 
Maritime Commission. 
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UNITED STATES GO VnMENT 

Memorandum 


\ 

TO 


'r . 
{ 


Mr. DeLoach 


5* 


DATE. 11/27/68 


FROM 


SUBJECT: 


T. E. Bishop^ 


aristotleTonassis 

REQUEST FOR INFORMATION BY 
WORLDWIDE FEATURES, INC. 

Ui^On* JoJfri 



jo^ Worl 
that Mr7 



U V ’One Joejffrento, Features, _ 

called my^otlice 11/25/68 and saisraattney bad learnedtfiat Mr. Hoover had / 
reportedly written the Maritime Commission in 1944 or 1945 regarding Aristotl^n 
) Onassis. He said the Director allegedly bad said something to the effect that 
i Onassis bore watching. Mr. Trento was advised by Leinbaugh in my office that 
t we could not help him, that FBI files were confidential and available for official 

J use only. Trento immediately became highly upset. He demanded to talk to Mft 

Hoover personally in order to obtain verification from Mr. Hoover as to whether \ 
or not such a letter had been written. Trento was again told, very firmly, that out. 
files were confidential, that the FBI could be of no help whatsoever and that Mr. \ 


.Hoovgr # c oul r^not be < 
'*’*^|'Trento, 


not be of assistance. 


who is obviously quite youthful and inexperienced as a 
newspaperman, became increasingly abusive and it was finally necessary to 
terminate the call. Later on, Trento called your (Mr. DeLoach* s) off lee and 
requested that he be called and given the above referred to information^ This 4 
call was not returned. ^ z2 ' 

m 

s§We have been advised by the Liaison Section that Worldwide 
Features c^§ed the Maritime Commission and tried to get the above information 
on 11/26/68? Thq Maritime Commission advised Worldwide Features that they i 
had no sucl^etter in their possession, and that even if they did, it could not * 
be made available td'the news service inasmuch as the letter would be the 
property of/the FB tT " The caller, who didnot identify himself, said that he had 
found a letWr dated 7-16-42 from Mr.^po^et » Adm iral L and regarding Onassis 
a Archives 6 ^ 

Based on the date givfen the httWttme CoAnSSsife, ^ located in . 

I Bufiles a letter to Admiral Land from the Director re garding Onassis w hich . - \ 
merely relates that an informant advised the FBI that the activities oFOnassij 
"should be carefully scrutinized.” A copy of this letter is attached. 
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Ari Was Arrested toy VAtfor 


Ul*4 


By ROGER LANGLEY 
f . J. Edgar Hoover ordered the FBI to put 
( Aristotle Onassis under surveillance during 

I ' World War II for suspected anti-American 
feelings concerning the war effort, fe _- -y„ 
And the U.S government later ha4 Hhk' : 
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j result of the alleged!/ illegal purchase 
» of war surplus ships. 

J ‘ In 1942, Hoover ordered that Onassis 
' he carefully watched while in file UJS. 

. because the FBI bad received confiden- 
tial reports that Onassis bad made tro- 
‘ friendly remarks about the U.S. war- 
' time activities. 

t Onassis claimed citizenship In Argen- 
t tins during the war and was involved in 
f a number of shipping deals with file 
i U.S. government which brought him fo 
i this country several times. 

| . Hoover was suspicious of Onassis. Be 
J wrote a confidential letter dated July 16, 

* 1942, to Rear Admiral Emory S. Land, 
t the head of the War Shipping Adminis- 
| tration. concerning Onassis. 

The letter said in part; "Information 
^ has been received from a confidential 
- source that Mr. Onassis . . . has «x- 
pressed sentiments Inimical to the 

Vf I T»; t/kA wee wffAet aiu4 that Lie 
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activities and movements while in the 
> United States should he carefully acni- 
itiniMd.” 

The ENQUIRER obtained a photostat 
crj of this letter and learned that the orig- 
« 2 inal copy has disappeared from the files 
of the U.S. Maritime Administration, 
after the war. 

, / Robert Tennant, a spokesman for the 
^Maritime Administration, said: ”Our 
b / files do Include material on Mr. Onassis* 
shipping deals but part of our files are 
incomplete. 

. 4 The letter from the FBI is not there. 

I called the FBI and asked for a photo- 
stat of the missing letter but they re- 
fused to give me any assistance. 

*The FBI confirmed that there was 
a letter from Mr. Hoover to the then 
"War Shipping Administration, but refus- 
ed to reveal any details of its contents.” 

A spokesman for the FBI in Washing- 
ton refused to discuss the missing letter 
with The ENQUIRER. He confirmed its 
existence but* said: 4 The letter stands, 
but all correspondence relating to Mr. 

Onassis is confidential and can cot be 
made public.” This remark Indicates 
Hoover has written more than one letter 
concerning Onassis. 

The FBI also confirmed It has a dos- 
sier on Onassis but refused to reveal its 
^contents. ^ * : * ; 

WJ On Feb. 1, 1954, Onassis flew to ffew 
jjg York to face U-S. charges against him 
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ship deaL , . 

His lawyers told him that the autbori- 
- ties were picking on biro to make as 
2 example and also were backing up their 
5 civil claim with criminal proceedings. 

3 ’Onassis was anxious to get (he matter 
2 settled, so, on February 4, be pent (be 
2 following telegram: 
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f H0T05TAT of FBI letter signed by J. Edgor Hoover *^942lhot 
Admiral Lond of Onassis' anti-American sentiments. 


s . "Honorable Herbert A Brownell fcv 
' Attorney General of UJ5., Department 
of Justice, Washington. 1 wish to Inform. 


you that having arrived from "Europe 
on Monday night, I place myself at your 
disposal during my vi^t to this eotmfry 
for any Information you or your depart- 
ment might care to have." 

The following day, Feb. S, 1964, Onas- 
sis was arrested by a U S. Marshal while 
sipping a martini at lunch in the Colony, 
an exclusive New York restaurant 

The Greek playboy billionaire was 
fingerprinted and photographed and 
charged with a criminal misdemeanor 
for violation of Section 9 «f the U-£. 
Maritime Act of *16. • - ^ 

TVa If ft ffituftrhmMil iihfirtfAA 'ttirf 
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Onassis had illegally bought American 
surplus chips, which, coder - the -law,- 
could only be sold to UJ. dtiseas. 

The government also brought a -$20 
million civil lawsuit against Onassis 
and had several of his tankers Impound- 
ed. Onassis pleaded Dot guilty and was 
released on $10,000 fialL.v- ■ *1 ~ 

At the time he said: "The charges 
Sgain*-* me e*T» nof»tr.‘l ghell be.fjTad 
to Juve the issue determined by. Jfae 


courts In accordance , with file floe tra- 
ditions of American jus*k*-*V' > ,*£" 
"OBAisii made a fortune to »ro6ti own ' 
his wartime shipping activities. He of- 
ten bragged that none of his ships were 
ever sunk by the Axis powers. , 
After file war, he decided to' enlarge 
his tanker fleet by buying several 16,000- 
- ton sural us ships from the UR. govern- 
ment The law required that file ships 
could only be sold to Americans sr to 
American-controlled ^ corporations, ■*'; . 

Onaxsis.Wt up Aneic^ OMpiaiw 
by forming partnerships with several 
prominent Americans such as Edwards 
{Continued Deri page) >1. ' 
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USUTED^TATES 

Memorandum 

Mr. V. C. Sulliva^ 

W, H. Wannaiyj^ 

' ’ V 0. — - 

ARISTOTLE ONASSIS 
ADVANCE UNITED PRESS 
INTERNATIONAL (UPI) RELEASE 
FOR 6 PM 
JUNE 15, 1070 

UPI release makes reference to article in "Look** N 
magazine wherein It is stated that the Director ordered Aristol 
Onassls placed under surveillance during a 1942 trip Onassis 
made to the United Sts tbs because an Informant had described hj 
as anti-American. The Director Inquired as to whether or not 

this s tat spent was correct. ^ r >. 

.. *z*cv,i>s 

The artlcleH^ i L ookr" magaz ine. rvfifcb UPI is fefei 
to, is undoubtedly based on~a'~letter we directed to Bear Admiral 
teory 8. Land In July, 1942, at the time Land was Administrator, 
Tar Shipping Administration, Washington, D. C. This letter met 
forth Information ve received from the Office of MAyal ^ 
Intelligence (OMI). This information which cane fmbn an 
Informant related to a scheduled trip to the Unite#. States n 
June, 1942, by Onassis for the purpose of negotiating for two ^ 
tankers with the War Shipping Administration. The OMI informant 
also reported that Onassis had expressed sentiments Inimical to / 
the united States war effort and that his activities and movements 
while in the United States should be carefully scrut inland . r w 

We did not initiate investi gation of Onassis In 194 2.' 
however, i n 1943~we initiated investigation of him b ecause AfUfe 
information received Chit a captain of one of Onassis *n_. > — 
ships was alleged to have been approached by German agents to act 
for them la the North Atlantic. Investigation did not reveal 
* Onassis to be engaged in any activities inimical ‘ to" .the ■'ViV- v- « . - 

I W W V* woe . mvi ■LWW 'V* xs^r ■ i la mil cBMpug mt 

th at Onassis was ever placed under snryelllancf . 
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’Sir t* .CIO 



•^recorded copy nuDM 



Memorandum to Hr. W. C. Sullivan 
Be: Aristotle Onassis 

Advance United Press International (UPI) 
Release for 6 pm, June 15, 1970 


I It would appear that the author of the "Look** 

article, Doris Lilly, who Is described as a former society 
columnist, has assumed that Onassis was placed under 
surveillance. Her assumption Is probably based on the 

I statement In our letter to Admiral Land reporting the 
information from the OBI Informant. It should be noted that 
the "National Enquirer," a low-order scandal sheet dated 
12/29/68, carried, a photostat of our letter to Admiral Land. 
The "Enquirer." article claimed that the original copy of 
this letter disappeared from the files of the U. 8. Maritime 
Commission. It mould appear that the article in "Look" 
magazine is a rehash of the article which appeared in the 
("National Enquirer." 
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ONASSIS 6/13 NX 
ADV FOR 6PM EDT MON JUNE 15 
1 FOR USE IN NORTH AMERICA ONLY * 

SlpKfclRj 1 


{* T |fiE l |tf poRT°IN M BUrNOS E AlR« 'uif$>r*n jj E K I&PORMAN t" PUT 
“ r S"£MEff ONaIsIS ? S «ANY E !ft THlf^COUNTRY L1VEB ’ 

ImUSoJg T0 F »RITE , rcRSON«ri C v N fil®i??S IproRTANT ENOUCH* 

kv&1^ 

iN ? ifpi5s^” A sjA^yi s gSs T !s? E o^ES o M^^ M ^ o a A ^j i - AB ^ 
gF&lK™ SH0ULD BE cmfBarSluffiStSiJ.^ quoted 

Pk S ™“’«"”T£ SB" 

lsOVEmMENT^ TINES AND TKE LEA * Es ^Op T imEIR N *ns?LEANINS lOSE 

|«iS)!l> SH£ SAIB ' 0NASS1S *H4S NEVER SEEN A POLITICAL a- 




I 




WASHINGTON CAPITAL NEWS SERVICI 
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. •BEING CREEK AND LIKING AMERICA. HE NATURALLY WANTED 
THE ALLIES TO WIN, BUT HE NEVER COT FANATICAL ABOUT IT, 
AND AS FAR AS VE KNOW, DID NOTHING CONCRETE TO HELP, 

SUCH AS VOLUNTEERING FOR ACTIVE DUTY, CONTRIBUTING MONEY- 
TO A CAUSE OF OFFERING HIS INTELLECTUAL SERVICES ON A 
DOLLAP.-A-Y r AR BASIS • 

THE* ARTICLE WAS ADAPTED FROM MISS LILLY'S FORTHCOMING 
OCK, "THOSE FABULOUS GREEKS •* 
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Stavros Niarchos, Aristotle Socrates 
Onassis and Stavros IAvanos — » 
Tanke^^lEMOET , et al« 
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3 

^Livarfros''!^ a British subject of Greek 
origin wtof is kncwii in the shipping trade as "Storm y 
WeatherVidvanos aid operates Panamanian, Honduran "and 
Greek flag ships in world trade* He had two daughters, 
one of which was married to Stavros Niarchos and the other 
to Aristotle Socrates Chassis* This family operates a great 
deal of shipping under various names and using Greek, . { , _ 
Panamanian, Honduran, Liberian and American registration*' 

We have forfeiture libels pending against the American flag 
tankers owned by companies controlled by Niarchos and Chassis . 
The question of law involved is the same as that covered in 
United States v. Meacham , 107 F. Supp. 997* 

2* Gn January lii, 1953, the Niarchos interest applied 
for clemency and made a proposal to settle and compromise 
these cases* In the course of this proposal, it was repre- 
sented as to Stavros Niarchos that "No ship owned or controlled 
by him has ever traded behind the Iron Curtain*" 

3* Using Lloyds Confidential Index of Shipowners, we 
have not been able to locate all of Niarchos* companies* How- 
ever, in the course of this inquiry, it was developed that 
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an investigation by the Defense Department* Some of these 
ships were purchased from the Maritime Administration and are . 
still paying the mortgage money to the Maritime Administration 
out of their profits in trade with Communist China* The off jfce 
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in Defense which Is In charge of this natter Is the Office 
of Economic Defense and the persons to be contacted there 
are Ur* Robinson, extension 7256?, and Mr. Humphries, 
extension 76313* In particular, there are believed to be 
photographs of the ships taken by our Navy during the 
later part of 1952 • 

Would you please arrange to have such material as 
may be available obtained through customary liaison? 


■uuuusw js* Euaaat u 
Assistant Attorney General 
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Office Memorandum • united states government 


Director, FBI (,13T- ) * DAW: 

Attention: Assistant Director A. ROSEN 

SAC, New^Ytfrk (131-109) 
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S0»JICT« Tanker iffiMORY, et al I ORTH 
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AMERICAN SHIPPING AND 1 
C0il£AN.Y;3j}JIARCHbS AND ~C 

jT.: matter: 
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'53 to the Department. 


. \ *In accordance* with instructions set forth in referenced 

letter, the following reports are attached hereto: . : :;x . 
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-v:i 
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: \ r: 
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f Jf;- . 
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i v ■■ 


• . Report of SAA 
Report of SAA 
Report of SAA 
Report of SAA 
Report of SAA 
Report of SAA 

v Report of SAA 

iv f ;. -V 

Report of SAA 
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3/7/52, New York. 

* * 

,' 3/7/52, New York. ' 
3/22/52, New York. 
/27/52, Philadelphia. 
4/3/52, New York. 
4/5/52, New York. 
4/19/52, New York 
5/10/52, New York. 
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Assistant Attorney General 




f — Perron E. Burger 

*•)’ Director 
w*( r — 


February 12, 195 > 


yirBVKWi FBI . ■ --/- y 

. /Or .4 " , 

■ , TA1TCEK ^EMOrT, £T AL* - NORTH 
AMERICAN SHIPPING /ED TRADING 
COMPANY; NIARCEEOS AND ONASSIS 
ADMIN/ Iff? MATTER 

{ Department File 61-79-112) 

* 


Reference is made to my merr.or&ndun* dated February 3, 
1953, in the above-captioned natter. . v : 

, ' ; - \ * J - J ' *• 

* •* * * 

Thore -are being enclosed herewith the following.' 
reports in the case entitled "North American Shipping and Trariir.: 
Company, ot el, "reud Against the Government" cvhich n.f c bfmr 
received from our New York Office. // . ✓ • , . _ 

Reoort of Special Agent 
datec March 7, 1952, at «©i; j.orii. 

Report of Special Agent 
dated garch 7, 1952, at 



~ o 



* -p* 

\ 5 . 


»\ 


\JZ>. 


Reoort of Special Agent ^ 
dnted Fr.rch 2?, 1952, at TT77T ior*. 

Report of Special Agent 
dated Heron 27, 1952, at t'cixf oe jl^u+k* 


Report of Special Agent 
dated April 3, 1952, at New York. 

Report of Special Agent 
dated April 5, 1952, at xt 

Report of Special Agent 

i rv r Ch d' 

UtiWtJVJ / Pill f 

-# 

Report of Soecir.l Agent 
Hey 10, 1952, tt How Yorx 

" Jr. 


a ->u 

TJ 



dated 


Upon me receipt of additional ooniea of rcoosts from; 
-_*1 our ashing ton Field Office, sane will be' i’orw rdod to you. j fi 7 

‘H % . i.-7 * -'■///. 

— Enei «V? ur » ^p',/ • ' ,J !;•; p<i, f: ! ( 

'.i: TJKSJCB ' . i, f </ 

KCTF : The reports in the "North American Shipping and Trading < 

fompahv, et %1, FAG" case were requested by the Claims Division 

'•‘17 #? ' * ' * ' " 



Dep. rtroent in the North American case. 
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Aaslatant Attorney General _ \ *L 

Barren B. Burgtr February 12, 1953 

Attention: Mr. T. F. McGovern, Roo-n 3127, Clal-ns division - 
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Director, FBZ ’ 
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ADMIRALTY MATTER 
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Reference le made to ... 

1953# In the above-captioned Matter. 


um dated February 
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UNITED STATES 
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WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 
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MEMORANDUM FOR MR. J. EDGAR HOOVER 
DIRECTOR. FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATE. 

Re: Tanker MEMORY, et al. - North fj 

American Shipping & Trading Co*j * 
Niarchos and Onassia. 



>i . « 

.1 ’ 

Mr. b -,t 

Ai 1PB a I ! ijy 


1. The Department has filed libels for the forfeiture 
of the following vessels belonging to the Niarchos group: 



SEVEN', SEAS 
JEAKNlv 
MEf 

monitor; 
mermah* 

z 7 \ 

In addition, a libel h^s also been filed against one vessel of 
the Chassis group, tire PORT BRIDGER. These libels have been 
filed in the Eastern District of Virginia and also in the 
Southern D&s tpi ct of New York*. .. When the .vessels., come back ta — 
the United States, we shall have the libels presently on file " 
transferred to the district where the vessel arrives* The 
libels had to be filed because of a five-year statute of 
limitations which is tolled by the commencement of the law- 
suit* They generally follow the legal theories which were 
litigated in the Meacham case, 107 F. Supp. 997, which has 
been appealed to the Fourth Circuit by the owner of the MEACHAM* 


2* The first of the Niarchos vessels is expected to come 
back to some North Atlantic Port, north of HAtteras, around the 
second week of February, 1953. We do not yet have any definite 
word as to whether the ports of destination will be Norfolk, 
Baltimore, Philadelphia, one of the New Jersey oil ports, the 
Staten Island oil ports, or Everett, Massachusetts* The litiga- 
tion will start promptly. 


CC 


3* It is expected that other Niarchos ships which are 
presently in the Pacific will arrive at Los Angeles harbor with 
oil from the Persian Gulf or Borneo* The litigation on the West 
Coast will be handled by Keith R. Pergu6cn, £sq«, Admiral-tar & 
Shipping Section, Dept, of Justice, P. 0. Box 502, 

California, with the assistance of our Admiralty & Shipping Sec^ipnr’ 



r 


of the general background of these cases but does not have 
any particular bureau file. 

h* The Criminal Division investigation, under the head- 
ing of North American Shipping & Trading Company, has produced 
a great deal of background information. Further investigations 
on particular aspects which are important to the Admiralty case 
but not to the Criminal Division case will be requested shortly. 
The immediate problem is to provide the Admiralty Section with 
one couple te copy of the reports to date. These reports are to 
be sent down and allocated to our File 61-79-112, tanker MEMORY . 
The Criminal Division has taken its second copy back and we have 
no copy. In addition, if another copy can be obtained from the 
office of origin, it is desired to have you send it to Keith R. 
Ferguson so that he can have some background on the matter which 
he may have to try on very short notice. 



Assistant Attorney General 


t 


(5 




/2/-/30 -/■ , 

Anlituk Attorney General 
Varna E. Bi 


KECOSDED-20 



Dlraator 


_ jj ’ / ■ ,/ / r j# 

7>”l (ljl-^jfj -T? ■?: r . "* ' 

0 V\ ; * • * 42 > 

r ITFH «it» at el. -XI 


Tanker 

AMERICA* 

ADMIRALTY 
(Papartsant ftl# 61-79-U2) 


V. -- - 

X t 



^TP.'IfO AJTD TRAPIVO frTv*? 
KlXRC¥9SnUU> OMASSXft 

ka*ti« % .,v^ /- .< -• ^Tril 




v<."wr<pV ■ . 


Reference it aade to the memorandum of Assistant 
Attorney General fiolmas Baldridge dated January «5, 1951* 
In the above-captioned matter* v*-.*£:* ••-• .r>:- ■■ • . ' 


r ; - 
.... ,’i** S - 

> .,Vt ' 

* ^.% 7 n a 


- - .* * *>- i - ^ ■ % 
* >.>■*.* , ■ 1 - #-.* 


£ 
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Mr. Baldridge*# memorandum stated that in tbs tass ?lv£ 
•ntltlsd “Forth Asa r lean Fhipping and Trading Company, et el.* \ '1^ r 
Fraud Against tbs Government*" tbs Criminal Division is > v , / ' Z ''f> 
utilising both copies sf tbs reports which wars sent to tht " jK 
Department And requests that tbs Bureau provide two additional v , 
sop las af all reports* of which one copy is to bs utilised by'**;4- 
tbs Admiralty Section of tbe Claims Division and the otuer 
copy to be forwarded to Special Assistant to tbe Attorney 
General Keith R. Fergus on, fan Franc lac o* California. >v , 

For your Information* the Bureau* s files do not 
'•contain sufficient extra copies to provide tbe Claims Division/;-, 
gvitu two additional copies of reports. Zn some Instances, ^ \ 

;:Ve bsvs no extra copies available In the Bureau*# files and.' 

~*e are requesting our Interested offices to furnish two copies - 
j in those instances for transmittal to you. Zn tbe case of r } 

- some reports, vs do bsvs one sxtra copy In tbs Bureau*# files . 

-iditch is being enclosed herewith end ve are asking our field /• 

- offices to provide s second copy for transmittal to you la 
order that you nay forward the second copy to Kr. Ferguson. 





Our records reflect that two copies of the report Vyp 1 
of f peelsl Agent ■■■■■■■MflflHflfti dated April 11, 1952# 
st »aeblngton, D. C.* vers forwarded to Kr. Thomas F. McGovern "si-’ 
of your staff on April 16, 1952, and consequently no additional ^ N 
soplas of this report ere being furnished to the Clalvs 
Bielalon* Our records a lso_rjfleet that one copy of tbs 
report of F pedal Agent dHQQ3SH0BHBP dated I ov ember 21,<^ 
1952* at lev York, Hev ^oplf,' vaa forwarded to yFr* J, F. Staley 

C °&’ r 

eoi 2-Waablngton Field*-, with An< 

2-Kev York, with ericl|>iurc_ 

2 -San Franclseo,^ c vltb\incl¥eure 

SCI A<-17T83 a e 




ink' v 



Assistant Attorn*; Q«o*r«l 
Warren K# Bu rger 


i- 


»f your itiff on »ore*ber 24, 19$2. Ont copy of thl# report 
for trane-clttal to Mr# Ferguson it being enclosed herewith 
end our fitld off lets art not being requested to furnish any 
additional topic* of this report# Our reeord^refloc^tbe^- . 
ont copy of the rap or t of Special Agent (B 

dated October 21, 1952, at w*ehington, D# C*, was for war dad it 
Kr# J# F# Staley of your ataff on October 24* 1952# Ont copy 



of this report for forwarding to Mr# Fergueon la balng enclosed 

»Ing 

field offleaa# 


herewith and no additional aopiea are being requested frost cur 

oea. . . . ... ; ,--- . . . ’ 

One copy of the following raporta it balng enclosed 

i, dated 


here with! 


Report of Special Agent _ 

March 12, 1952, at Washington, t># 

Report of Special Agent __ 

1952, at Kewsrk, Haw Jersey. 

Report of Speolal Ag#nt| 

April 3. 1952. at Riaal, 


Report of Special Agent 
March 31, 1952, at Washington, D. C# 

Report of f.poelal Aft: _ 

April It, 1952, at lew York, Hew fork# 




Report of Special Agent 

April 11, 1952, at Hew York, Hew York. 



Report of Special Agent 
May 9, 1952, at Washington, D# C« 


Raport of Special Agent 
May 9, 1952, at Washington, p# C . 

Report of special Agent 

May 8, 1952, at toe Angeles, California# 


Report of Special Agent 

June 9, 1952 , at Haw Orleans, Louisiana# 




( 
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Assistant Attorn#/ Central 
Warren E, Barger 


Report of Special Agent _ _ 
1952* at Mew York, Mew York* 


dated Jana 4* 


T - ***?-• * * --2 

. -t-' fli ■* * - ti ~ ■ , JL \ *. 

*■ ^ '*.■ ■ ■-'■jT - -- ~4k + 

dated 


Report of Special Agent w«» 

June 18, 1952, at Philadelphia, Pennsylvania* :j v &.%Vi 




Report of Special Agent 
June 10, 195?, at Washington, D* C. 

Report of Special Agent __ 

Jana 9, 1952, at Boston, Massachusetts* 

Report of Special Agent BBBI3BI dated 

July 2 , 1952, at Mew York, Wen York* r. . 

» 

Report of f pec lei Agant 
July 15, 1952, at Los Angeles, California, 

Report of Special Agent 
Movember 21, 1952, at Ken York, Mew York, 




Report of Special Agent 1 

Dae saber 17, 1952, at Raw York, Maw York* 





Report of Special Agent! 

Dec saber 11, 1952, at Maw York, Mow York* 




Raport of Special Agent! 

October 21, 1952, at Washington, D* c« 


[dated 
detad 
dated . 
dated 
l dated 


Opon the receipt of additional coplee of raports from 
the field, teas will be forwarded to yoa* 


Enclosures (20) 


MOTE TO WASHING TOM FIELD, MEW YORK AND SAM FRANCISCOS ./■ : 

Thera Is being enoloeed herewith for each office one copy 

a memorandum dated January 28, 1953, from Aeeletant Attornay 

—General Holmes Baldridge, 



In compliance with the Claim# Division*# request, the 

•** — Bureau desires to furnish ths Clslms Division with two copies of 

Ll reporte not already transmitted directly to the Claims Division 

i 




( 


0 


wit h the e xception of the two-week report of Special Agent|_ 

dated Februa ry 28. 1952 * at Haw. Y ork* and the two-week 
reportor Special Ar,ent^0fBHBBq| dated Kerch 7» 1952# 
n at Hew York* As explained In Bureau memorandum to Assistant 
Abl Attorney General Burger# It will not be necessary to forward the - 
aA'P Claims Division any additional copies of the reports of 8peclal y 


Agen 

1952 






dated April 11, 1952 and October^ 

asnington, D. C.# and report of Special Agentl 
dated November 21# 1952# at Hew York* 

The Washington Field and Hew York Offices should 
Immediately review their files in the "Worth American Shipping 


and Trading Company# et al. # 
be donet 


FAQ," case and the following should 


, . - if 





(1) In those Instances wherein the Bureau is r or war ding ' 

one copy of a report to Assistant Attorney General - , i' 

Burger# the Washington Field Office should furnish ~ 
one copy to tht Bureau for transmittal to the Claims , v'.- - 

« Division In order that the Claims Division may forward T 

the second copy to SAAG Ferguson# San Franciaoo# California. 

(2) In those instances where the Bureau la not forwarding 
any copies to AAG Burger Jk the Washington Field Offles 

has thrse copies of the report, the Washington Field 
Office should forward two copies of the report for 
transmittal to the Claims Division* 

(3) In those Instances where the Bureau la not forwarding 
any copies to AAG Burger end WFO and Hew York Offices .. 
each have two copies# the Washington Field and Hew 

York Offices should each furnish one copy to the Bureau > 
for transmittal to the Claims Division* . 

It Is requested that the Washington Field and Haw York 
Offices forward these reports to the Bureau by letter for the 
attention of Assistant Plraotor A. Rosen* 

In the event the Sen Francisco Office receives any requests 
for investigation In this matter from SAAG Keith R* Ferguson# San 
Fraaolaco# California# the Bureau should be immediately advised* 
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 


O, 


V- -f-J" 3 


J. EDGAR HOOKER 
E^VREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


MEMORANDUM 
DIRECTOR, FEDEPJ 

I 

Re: Tanker MEMORY et al; 

Stavro^foiarchos, Aristotle Socrateff 
- Qnassis, Stavros (Stormy West her^tnvonp 4 J 

In addition to the material requested in our memorandum 



of February 1;, we have been advised that there is a background 


survey showing the relationship between the Greek shipowners, 
identified as follows: 


National Intelligence Survey 
NIS 2h - Chapter 3 j Section 36 
31 December 1951 




Will you please obtain a copy through proper liaison# 

y 




^7 1 • r4 £ . / \ ■' ■<"T’ t ■■ 

WARREN E. BURGER / 
Assistant Attorney General 
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Assistant Attorney General February 18 1955 

Varren E. Burger ^BKSlCriTlAL * 


Director, FBI 
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TAIIKEB KEKCHY. ET AL 
\\,. ADMIRALTY MATTER 
\ J (Department Files 61-79-112 
RECORDED > and 1^-20-61?) 

/S/-/36- 


3 

Attention: Kr. T. F. KcGovern 

Boon 3127 , 1 

Claims Dirisloft 


„ # . . ^FITT 

fiererence is made to jour memorandum dated 
February 9* 1953* im the above- captioned matter* 



Enclosure 
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GWwtf memorandum • cnitbd states government 

' " y . •' ■ . _ i. y ' 5 ■ *. ^ yt +“ k i ib * »_y * ' 'A •■*» i;.i ^ » 


TO 


t Mr. Rosen 

■vA'- ■ 


pkou 'fW’7 Mr. P enning ton 

*U»jECT«- v “tanker memory, et al. 
n - admiralty matter 


DETAILS 





NtVy 

V \*» ; ..> „ *--■•*'■ v* Pb? 

^ . ?'**;■' • 

On 2/24/53» Attorney Thomas P. McGovern, Civil Divi sion.* 
called wit h respect to the report of Special Agent 
■■HHHl dated April 19, 1952, at Hew York, in the eas^entitle 
•\wortn American Shipping and Trading Company, Inc., et al, FAG." *j 

" .-r>- & 

Attorney McGovern stated that, although the report refle|te(* 
two Photostats of certain documents were enclosed f or >the 1Kn»fY ~ *''**’* 
only one copy of the Photostats have been sent to °tta> TWiphrtAiah 

was nrosantw tmlni* *7 the CrjgilPal PlVl^firh.^^^y^ 



McGoverr^av^ea that it was tery possible' that^tastimony conci 
this interview might be necessary during the trial of one or nora^j 
the various Admiralty cases relating to the N orth America n 
and he inquired as to whether or not ~ 

would be available for testimony. 



McGovern was requested to furnish the Bureau with ajaeak.erandujo 
coverinr the following points: > 

(1) A request for an extra copy of the Photostats #nol8ir 2<r ‘^^ v 
>-■ with the report. (It is noted there is a copy in 

¥ Bureau^ rile.) *- - . 

*-v ;*• - (2) Tne question as to whether the Confidential J> 

*.~T referred to in the report will be available t<if .teiUwwsRHf 

if needed. *- • .. '~‘; J -f t 

McGovern stated he would fopijard a wemoranduit.apv/ 
above points and, upon receipt of sene', *it will be analja 
-*^neeessar|rMfction taken ' - ** , ** n ‘ ^ * l ' ^ 
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Assistant Attorney Oeneral 
Warren S. Burger 
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ta:2Er resort, et al. 

WORTH AMIF.TC'N SHIPPING AND TRADING 
COHPAiiZ^NIARCHOS AND ONANSSIS 
ADMIRALTY MATTER 
{Denartment File 61-7Q-112) 


February 26, 1953 




Reference Is made to the memorandum of Assistant 
Attorney General Holies Baldridge dated January 23, 1953, 
and to my memoranda dated February 3, 1953* February 15, 
1953* and February 18, 1953* In the above-captioned matter. 

There are - being enclosed herewith copies of the 
following reports In the case entitled, "North American 
Shipping and Trading Company, et al.. Fraud Against the 
Government**: 


Report of Special Agent 


Safari Vanrh 


A 10C3 
* /^«-# 
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UUUUBU blVUMl si# 
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Report of Special Agent 
dated May 8, 1952, at Los Angeles, California. 

Report of Special Agent! 

dated June 6, 1952, at New York, "Hew York. 

Report of Special Agent 

dated June 9. 1952. at New 'Orleans. Louisiana. 
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Company, et aiV, FAG," case were requested by t.M «« 

Claims blylsihri It* a memorandum dated January 23, 1953, 
wherein t: tftey stated that; the Criminal Division of the 
Department J wa»} utilizing both copies of the reports^ 

©vl ou sly sefit to tne Dsp&Ft'ient in tiis wortn Anerican 

Fa ’ 

HAS 2 |£S3_ 

\ 'A 


P r / 


w 







r>. 


•- > 





r 


o 


Office 'Memorandum • united 


Mr. L a ddl 


noM • 


SUBJECT: 


Mr. Rosen, 


‘ <U • ' 

Si A1I» GOVERNMENT 


Din. March 24, 1953 


M 

’! 

4 


O 1 O ' ■ 

TANKER MEMORY; NORTH_AMERICAK 

SHIPPING AND TRADING COMPANY* ET AL. 
ADMIRALTY MATTER 


t^Cf- 


PURPOSE ... * _ 

To inform you of information received from the Civil^imslon 
| that former Special Agent William Lee&e has been appolijt^^^^^p^lal 
JAssistant to the Attorney General to handle tanker casyr.y^tpr\- ' . 

DETAILS * L+ 



On March 2l|., 19$3» Attorney T. F. McGovern, CIvi\j. Division, 
stated that former Special Agent William LeeCe, vdio has recently been 
with the Permanent Senate Subcommittee on Investigation of Government 
Operations (McCarthy Committee), was appointed a Special Assistant to 
the Attorney General effective today. McGovern said Leeae^ would be 
assigned to the Admiralty and Shipping Section of the .Civil Division 
and would be in charge of the admiralty matters involving the tanker 
cases. . 

McGovern further stated he had been informed t)}at' the Office 
led 1 Naval Intelligence was sending to the Bureau via Liaison a memoran- 
Idum indicating that the tanker Atlantic Air, ex Elizabeth Blackwell, 
vas today en route to Taku Bar on the Chinese coast* McGovern stated 
the vessel is owned by the Atlantic Navigation Company, which is in 
turn controlled by Stavroe Livetnos* one of the principal figures in tii 
North American Shipping and Trading Company* Mr. McGovern requested 
that the Information to be received by Liaison be furnished to the 
Civil Division Inasmuch as the Assistant Attorney General of the Civil 
Division would probably want to take the matter up with the Attorney 
General since It shows that vessels controlled by Llvanos are still 
Mealing with Communist China. McGovern did not have any details as )( 
•to the registry of the vessel or the type of cargo she was carrying,^ 

. aUn I 

msu unr.amjarx un cwvrr vort — arr\v«« 

; “ i-n-rj 

- It is recommended that this memorandum be forwarded to 

1 Liaison Section in order that the information reportedly en route 
from the Office of Naval Intelligence can be furnished to the Civil 
Suits Desk for dissemination to the Civil Division. 1 
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Nixon Reported 
Plannin 9 to Brief 
* President on Issue 

j 

_ T fc 

\ ‘ By Ire AuraoM *r«i 

fienatr McCarthy, Republican, 
c t Wisconsin, said today he looks 
i to Present Eisenhow er to back 
1 his Carnatic move aimed at re- 
ducing free world trade with 
l Ccinmunist areas. 

Eanator McCarthy toJd report- 
ers he was “arr.ared” fcv t.nsry 
accusations of Harold E, Stns- 
sen, Mutual Security' dirccior, 
i.iat the Senator and hi; Senate 
Investigations subcommittee w ere ; 
1 w imctnn;r.;ntr tats obiictive of! 
ErJied Srated foreign poLcy* I 
M" Stassen, at a televised pub- j 
Jtc he* nnr yesterday, Aung the 
accusation in a broadside de- 
ne nciet ion ol Sriuraty's an- 
nouncement that. Senator Mc- 
Carthy's Mbeommiitee $UZ hid 
n^-’otiared agreements with 
CvceH owners of 242 ships to 
c'Ay no more cargoes to Red 

- ..Itlb, Notth r + 'rn^ «»-■„ 

r ^ • -- — p •-«#» W|» # p^- +4 v.lf VUC 

Ctmmunisv port to another. 

^ Vic a President Nixon, to whom 
Ocn. Ei enhower has aligned 
uo/Tit trouble shooting assign- 1 
merits on Capitol Hill, goes tc the 
v/h.ie House today to attend s. \ 
rr.eenr.rr of the National Secur- i 
;r Coc cih i 

ErkJtd on Issues, 


1 


interfere dee, anti he Mid Mr.J 

St^ssen: J ’ . 

"I wouldn't take ycur word I 
lor Jt." j J 

State Department Handicapped, j 
_ Senator McCarthy added that If 
evir. siassen was overlooking aij 
big point — that the State De- | 
partment can negotiate with ; 1 
governments, but not with in- \ \ 
dividuals. \ j 

Senator McCarthy insisted;! 
tj-.atr “three young men' 1 on h;s ; 
subcommittee staff had done ‘ 
what the State Department had 
failed to do for years, first under 
Secretary of State Dean Ache- 
son end now under John Foster 


den; 

“is 

6.:; a corner, rt . told 
Sts,: sen he Intends io continue ' 
s.gmr.g any wiiljr+g chip owners 
to agreements to cease or reduce 
the carrying of goods to th* 
Communists anywhere. 

■ And to a news conference he 
added: 

! . * * a iTi hopeful that we will 
sign up the Greek owners of 150 
or mere .ships flying the British T 
j*&3 to jusc such agreements. If 
the State Department is witting 
to take over the negotiations fo?* 

t :"lf* a '•1‘a^rvi t ^:iir 

uji wining io 

hand it over to them. But Mr 
Stasscn teds us that the State 
Department just as we believed 
cannot negoliatae with indiJ 
victuals” 


Would Have Sig^djfaqner. 
He said .Sta'Tor * '■ 


j 

a i 


wealthy Gr«r^lfeTa'4 Vno 


A hi rhly-p?ated source, de- 
—ning tc oe named, said in an 
m ervic'v Mr. Nixon has been 
■ nrirfed the roughly or. issues in. 
the Me C prthy - S t a ss en dispute, 
-- -c would report to Ger.. Eisen- 
ii^Aer at ttiE.1 tmie. The in- 
formant said the result may bo 
a pmiuontica decision in sen- 
.iot McCaril-y** favor, but not 
neccsr* an immediate one, 
Tl r*'i Mr. Nixon and Senator Me- j 
-arrhy oeckned to discuss it. 1 
£en. Fiscnh.owv r .©Id his news I 
''inference last wees he wemid 
ho: to interfere with Sen 

-» hi M rCan i ,y* investigations 
*y* '• . the Senator 
ifuves he iv coiug the right 


“ 


He said the men who got the 
Greeks’ ayreemen : are Francis 
D. F.anagan, chief counsel ol 
the subcommittee: Robert F. 
Kennedy, an investigator and' 
brother of Senator Kenntdy,; 
Democrat, of Massachusetts, and ^ 
V/iliiam A. Leece, who has been 
a &ubcom,y.ihee assistant coun- : 
seL : 

j >fr, F^ar.agan told an inter- ' 

; viewer the agreement is a brief • 

I [ dorument. exact terms of whicn 
I * will r.ct be mace public until 
. ■ the 5.g.red copy has been placed 
! in his file. He said it has been 
signed, but he has not yet re- 

• cOi’ cc ;t. 

“If the signers don't keep their 
| word, obviously it’s no good/* he • 

: said. ‘ If they do. it s very good, \ 
notwitlistandlng what any one , 
i else may say. Any agreement ; 

' that keeps a ship out of the Com- j 
jiritmist Uade is a good one, and 1 

• this one goes farther than even * 
the Greek government goes in ixs i 
own orders to its airip owners.” \ 

I i 

I w4 Is — /..I I 

■ *T hope Prciirent Eisenhower 

• setu the correct picture here, I’m 
,sure that Eisenhower agrees with 

, me that every ship tU»t carrift^ 

} strategic materials to Red China, 
l lor instance, helps to intensify 
; tfie ff.il fu Korea— 
blood of-Ameiican boys there.” 


now is in New Vork and was r^e l 
of thoue signing the agreement' 
announced Sa turoay, cold hlr. i 
, f nag an ”ne'd have 5i«rned! this ' 
; thing a year a, re if any one in a 
^ responsible pos.tion had asi.ee ! 
him to. ' 

I The State Department ar,- 
| nounced yeswrdar its ova agrec- 
jtnent with the Gicrk government 
;to reduce free world tn^e with 
t cr - e Communists, but McCarthy 
; contended his agieemtih goc\ 
furthki*. t 

, The^ne announced by ;hd dc- 

p.l H ix. ci 1 1 — vrn? — r/hpuSPtr - TT \r. c 

■ Greek dcu.cU o: MinUtar*. V. 
for o ids a O.-eck ship flying the 
Greek .flar ic trr.de with lied 
China or Norm Korea, but ths 1 
it'uc Department conceded :t 

riy»f-c r1r>t et.* 1 !* In r l , 

r. >->**_» -u y.- 

tv. Leu othsr Comuiun:,t pons. 
KOi hoes ;t apply to Greek' 
owned shSp a fi ring i.i& colors of : 

o:/i3i* natiOiut. 

Stiiatcr McCnrtnv, who^e sub- 
commutvc it investigating The 
scope of Fa st -West traae, called 
Frank C. Nasi., A/snstar: Secre- 
tary of Dcfen&e. to einberate to- 


. PcntagLi/s dentar.cs 
for &n ail light i.d on 
of strotegjc gxics to Ccrumuiiist 
areas. 
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■w.-,, . .... ARISTOTELES SOCRATEMONASSIS, INTEL 

GREECE.- SUBJEC T BORN SEPTEMBER 91. 

■■■'- .GREECE IS BEING INVESTIGATED iKAUinut'S^. 

K*K ■n-VA'"-: BEHIND IRON CURTAIN. ‘ REPORTEOLY US GOVERNMENT 

eri 7 rft 17 ftC uic clhoo ■ eiifl irw uie n iiAtiAni’" iirrrerevr *im 


SECURITY'-*# 

1900 at 'Salonika: n rV. 

FOR TRAD I 


T'-mZTv&Vj; PARTNER III THE UNITEO STATES AND REASON WHY HIS SHIP$;££^^v 
'SEIZED. ** ALSO ANY AVAILABLE 0ER0GAT0RY INFORMATION CONCERI^v^^' 
WOULD BE HELPFUL 


r./f 
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& Date: / *Hay 20, 1953 * COUW^T 1* 




ii 


To* 


Prom: 


Legal Attache 
Paris, France 


i 


a 


John Edgar Hoover • Director, Federal Bureau of 

Investigation ^ 

v C^J 4 

Subject: TANKER KEV.CRSf '_</ 

AKERICAN SHIPPING ANp_TRADINO.. * «t. 

W-PAKYrn-^- "" *±) 
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ad:;: t ?alty hatter 



(wW) 



Tel 
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Allegations were made that during Y.'orld Kar H* 
Onassls was a partner in varlbus firms in Argentina and during 
this time snuggled tobacco into Argentina to avoid the high 
dutT. It was also aller^d that he did business with Tarious 
tTrlln «d Italian fir^^M^ «• »° confirmation 

allegations. * 




was f6Colv6d of thdsd &ll8gfitloni 
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-^The Bureau conducted an investigation 

:z=Zftnd no derogatory information was develop. .. (|$>0-125b34) 

— f ' v- v . ■ . T . 1 v 

SSE VWR/arU ^ , b I LKGAf 

HsUseit-^ * ^ , ' -* 1 * ** / i 

STtaGT cc-1- Foreign Service D s* 
jjSb f>i i 


_ j t was a i a o alleged that Onassls during Vorld War II, g 

H^fE^ure^cSndScJed JS^wSlt igation^egaidi^tt is% g 

A 7 $ i 


c z' 


^ -n "'■> iSpjfilDENTlAL 










c 


€ * 


c 



Onaasla la reportedly an Argentine citizen and a 
wealthy ship owner. No further derogatory information la 
available In the Bureau's files other than the Information 
set out above r 



Notes Approximately eighty file references were reviewed, 
as well as several main files, one of which consisted 
of more than twelve sections. 
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Assistant Attorney Central 
Warren E« Burger 


June JO, 11$k 


Direct or, FBI (131.144) 


/i 




tcrTE AKir.ic^.E sp.minG aw> 

rr>f-'r>inr- Ttffcwrr F-iipn. rT si.. 

iitifaibfrl r. ks ”* ’ °/n 
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Feferer.ee l a made to the report of Special /.gent 
P dated juno lx. 


ciua Juno ll, 19>4* «t Washington, D« C*, 
cai:ilono0,'~"fcorth American Shipping and Trading Company, 
Incorporated, Et All Fraud Against the Government," wnleh 
Indicated that tat Lopartneni has accepted an offer la 
m n-n r. Ton I * * vhicb. profOt* § t> a §utt ^ nci. %-o iii* United St* iM 3 
of Four teen vessel* against which suits In Admiralty ara 
penning and rive vessels ao tc which tho I apartment has not 
i.«io able to obtain jurisdiction* Tho compromise propoaal 
alao include# tho payment to tho United states of fc4j ,000,000* 

The "Washington City lieu# Sorrioo," undo r data, of 
Kay 28, 195^* relleete that £1,000,000 of the (.^,0^0,000 was 
paid on Key 28, 195^* and the actual aurrandar of the cinataaa 

uai A»1 a uftijJjJ V)m tfjAf f nJnAtv ija vj . T f will ha 

appreciated if yeu will Inform the bureau of tha date* and 
amount* of all payments made to the United States aa a result 
of tha settlement of theaa civil casta* The Bureau would alao 
like to be Informed when any of the vessels In question ara 
aurrendared to the United States together with the value of 
any vessel a aurrandar ad* 

Tha a’ove report alao states tha settlement 

rif ill gja t» m Atjft tha r ry grata rvf Hta 

**SS fmpae Wa thing ton** and that this vestal was act surrendered 
under the agreement because it had been sold in the forfeiture 
proceedings to satisfy' a bank mortgage* 


/ 


reference la also made to your memorandum dated I 
'uguftt 11, 1953# in the matter captioned, "Tanker Konitor, 
aorth American shipping and trading Co*, Inc*, Admiralty Katter" 
(hapartao nt i 11a 61-51*1929)# concerning- the question of 



witness in connoetlcn with those cases* Xt 
appreciated if you will advise whether you feel, 
still be a necessary witness in vl yt of 

to above* i / ; / - / *, 'j — - y „ 
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the civil settlement 
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I He said if the Director wanted any information which he 
had concerning thie matter that hie files were open and 
ell that the Director had to d o was to so indicate. He 
•aid all the Information and 

1 we should feel fre^^^cal^Mm. 
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Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file, 
indicated* explain this deletion. 


Deleted under exemption(s) 

material nvnilahlp fnr rplppge to vfui. 


(Sun 


One or more of the following statements* where 


with no segregable 


CD Infonnation pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request 

1 \ Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 

I 1 Documents) originating with the following government agency(ies) 

___ was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 


Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies); — 

as the information originated with them. You will 

be advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI. 


Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s); 


\ I For your infonnation: 


S3 TKe following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages: 

i3)-/Xo- tULzJL&iitlf. 


XXXXXX 

xxxxxx 

xxxxxx 


xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

X DELETED PAGE(S) 
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I 1 Documents) originating with the following government agency(ies) 

_ _ _ was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 


Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies); 

as the information originated with them. You will 

be advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI. 
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• UNIT! V^ tES GOVERNMENT 



J. Edgar floorer* ' ; -- 

Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 


DATB: 


ft lie « 

nug u 


1303 


S. Leonard* • • ' .; . : ; - r \-' 

ctlng Assistant Attomeypenoral, Civil Dirla ion 

SSs SEV E: SEA S and JElSjJT - Forfeitures. 

>V U.S« v. SEVEN SEAS, Ata. No, 26360*U*S*D.C. N,D, Cal. 
U.S. v. JEANNT* Ain, No. 26366^^75.0, N,D*_Cal« 
(bureau rererenceai l31--UA^and 

JITCB ai 


CSLiAJJO 

61-51^191x3 

6l-5l-<19b6 

61-51-1928 

6l-5l-19bb 

61-51-1929 

61-51-191x5 


V SSs MSttAH), Bm iOTCE and MERrISuC - Forfeiture*, 
x U.S. v. ; MSHLAEV''Adm. No. 1699 , U.S.D.C. Dal, 
r.S. v. MEMORI, Adra. No, 1700 , U.S.D.C. Del, 

U.S. MCKECE, Civil No, 107-53, U.S.D.C, N.J. 

U*S» v. MERR3MAC. Civil No, ?$3-53* U.S.D.C, N.J, - ; 


V 



Tills is in reference to your manoranda of July lb and July 26* 
1555, requesting certain information concerning the SSs SETS! SEAS and# \ 
J LANKY. \J 

Pursuant to the terms of the settlement agreement with the 
N larches interests, dated May 28, 195b* consent decrees of forfeiture 
were entered against the T-2 tankers SEVH>i SEAS and JEANNX<*S*l tfti 
United States District Court for the Northern District of 
on April 22* 1955* Forfeiture of the vessels resulted in sp=ne9 ;, galifc 
for the Government since the outstanding M arit ime Admin i stiiatlQ^ ?prp- 
f erred ship mortgages <r* the vessels exceeded the market ifdlue {£ th® 
vessels. ,‘S - • J 

qo »*y~S£ 

We also wish to advise that* pursuant to the ter<#^>f Ahe ^ 

May 28, 195b, settlement agreenatt* consovt decrees of faef^-tABe 50 
were entered against the T-2 tankers MERMAID and kAlQRI- in the Ihlied 
States District Court for the District of Delaware on April 22, 1955* 
and against the T-2 tankers MCNITCR and MERRBUC in* the United States 
District Court for the District of New Jersey cm April 23* 1955* The j 
Maritime Attain istrat Ion preferred ship mortgages on those vessels \j 
exceeded the market value of the veesols. / ' /%/ 
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